
THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE ALONE
Methodical Bible Study Class

 I. A  Statement of the Authority of the Bible: “ . . . the Bible, as the expression of God’s will to us, possesses the 
right supremely to define what we are to believe  and how we are to conduct ourselves.”1

 II. Some Supporting Scriptures:

 A. Zechariah 7:12: Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the LORD 
of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath came from the LORD of hosts. 

 B. Matthew 4:4: But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.'”[see also Deuteronomy 8:3].

 C. 1 Corinthians: 14:37: If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 

 D. 2 Timothy 3:16: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.

 III. Interpretational Lenses: 

 A. The Problem: 

 1. Often Scripture is interpreted through a lens that the interpreter, himself, ground. 

 a. In liberal theology, the authority of the theologian is sometimes understood to be greater than the 
Word. 

 b. Cults reduce or remove the authority of the Bible and impose the authority of their own writings. 

 c. Conservatives also have interpreted Scripture through lenses. For example, legalism has been 
supported by a deductive approach to interpretation.

 2. The Bible is not to be interpreted through any lenses. It stands on Its own.

 B. The Solution: It is hard. It takes bunches of man-hours. It is difficult. But one's method of Bible Study must 
destroy his lenses and focus only on the Text that God has given us if we are to derive what He has said and 
not what we want Him to say. Methodical Bible study attempts to do that by looking intently at every significant
detail of our passage for understanding. By making all these observations, we can smash through the lenses 
and maintain the high view of the authority of Scripture. The opinions of others is held off until we use them to 
validate our interpretation.

1Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 2nd ed., p. 267. We would not find agreement with Erickson in several areas of 
doctrine, but this definition of the authority of Scripture is helpful. “In particular the discussions of dispensationalism are 
scant and even misrepresentative. The survey of eschatology is rather brief. Not all readers will agree with Erickson’s 
arguments for progressive creationism . . . or for a posttribulational rapture (Robert A. Pyne and Gary L. Nebeker, 
Introducing Christian Doctrine, Book Reviews, Bibliotheca Sacra 150, p. 363).”
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